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How to use this edition
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How can a community preserve living faith
without turning memory into mythology?

A governed fieldbook for Scripture, Black church memory, testimony, teaching
traditions, archives, leadership, correction, and generational handoff.

Use one page at a time: read the complete cited passage, name the context, answer honestly,
choose one practice, and return to review fruit rather than performance.

This resource supports formation and discussion. It is not a substitute for medical, legal, mental-health,
safeguarding, or other qualified professional care.
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The reading and practice map
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1
READ
Open the complete passage.

2
CONTEXT
Name speaker, audience, setting, and movement.

3
TENSION
Tell the truth about the lived pressure.

4
PRACTICE
Choose a concrete, accountable response.

5
REVIEW
Return to evidence, fruit, repair, and next steps.
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Guided practice
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Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Teaching in ordinary life

Formation belongs in home and community rhythms.

01 Observation: What does Deuteronomy 6:4-9 actually say before we summarize it?

02 Context: What covenant, literary, historical, or relational setting controls the reading?

03 Tension: Where could teaching in ordinary life be reduced to a slogan or used carelessly?

04 Practice: Which action in this passage can be made concrete, safe, and accountable?
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Guided practice
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Psalm 78:1-8
Tell the next generation

Memory should build hope and resist repeated harm.

01 Observation: What does Psalm 78:1-8 actually say before we summarize it?

02 Context: What covenant, literary, historical, or relational setting controls the reading?

03 Tension: Where could tell the next generation be reduced to a slogan or used carelessly?

04 Practice: Which action in this passage can be made concrete, safe, and accountable?
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Honest reflection before application
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01 How can a community preserve living faith without turning memory into
mythology?

02 Which part of black church study room is easiest to discuss but hardest
to practice?

03 What fear, desire, habit, or power relationship could distort this work?

04 Who could be helped or harmed by the way this truth is applied?

05 What would honest fruit look like thirty days from now?
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A faithful next-step plan
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Choose four practices. Give each one an owner, evidence, and review date.

PRACTICE 01

Read the family Bible

PRACTICE 02

Record an elder testimony

PRACTICE 03

Name historical context

PRACTICE 04

Preserve one artifact

PRACTICE 05

Study a hymn beside Scripture

PRACTICE 06

Document correction

PRACTICE 07

Map a ministry turning point

PRACTICE 08

Train a young teacher
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Room readiness audit
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01 Purpose of this room readiness practice

02 People invited and people affected

03 Scripture anchor and context note

04 Safety, care, or accessibility boundary

05 Owner, timing, materials, and cost

06 Evidence of fruit and review date
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Session architecture
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01 Purpose of this session design practice

02 People invited and people affected

03 Scripture anchor and context note

04 Safety, care, or accessibility boundary

05 Owner, timing, materials, and cost

06 Evidence of fruit and review date
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Prayer, commitment, and next return
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A prayer for faithful practice

Lord, give us wisdom to read truthfully, courage to practice black church
study room with love, humility to receive correction, and patience to
review our fruit. Protect our neighbors from careless certainty. Help us
carry one faithful step and return with honesty. Amen.

MY COMMITMENT

Plan generational handoff

Return date: ____________________   Trusted reviewer: ____________________


